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Policy of organization of inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing  

1. Purpose  
This document describes the policy of General Directorate of Accreditation regarding the admission of organizers of proficiency testing and inter-laboratory comparisons schemes and its involvement in these activities.  
2. References
The present document refers to:

· Law No 9824 dated 1.11.2007 ‘On accreditation of conformity assessment bodies in Republic of Albania”. 
· Standard ISO/IEC 17025:2005 paragraph 5.9.1.

· Standard ISO/IEC 17011:2003 paragraphs 7.2.2 (b); 7.8.6 (j) and 7.15

· ISO/IEC Guide 43-1:1997 and ISO/IEC 43-2:1997 proficiency testing by inter laboratory comparisons.

· ILAC-G13; 08/2007 on requirements and competence of the organizers of proficiency testing schemes.
· EA 2/10 document " EA policy for participation in national and international proficiency testing activities  "
3. Admission criteria of the proficiency testing providers.

3.1 DA accepts those proficiency testing providers who comply with the requirements of ISO/IEC Guide 43-1:1997 and of ILAC-G13:08/2007. The providers of these schemes must implement a quality management system which ensures the fulfilment of requirements included in the above documents. 
3.2 DA accepts providers which are accredited according ISO/IEC Guide 43-1:1997 and ILAC –G-13:08/2007.
3.3 When the schemes of the proficiency testing are organized by a non accredited provider, the laboratory taking part must have assessed the provider according to requirements of standards and guides mentioned in 5.1. The compatibility of the provider is demonstrated by the preparation of the documented information related to: 
· Implementation of quality management system.
· Confirmed experience in organization of proficiency testing schemes.
· Information on preparation and treatment of samples.
· The analysis of the testing data and definition of performance of the laboratory 
· Definition of the reference values and reference uncertainties from testing and calibration laboratories to demonstrate the traceability of their measurements in accordance to requirements of ISO/IEC 17015:2005.

The above information is collected from the participating laboratory and assessed from DA. 
4. Organization of inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing (PT) schemes by GDA
4.1 DA encourages the accredited laboratories to take part in the proficiency testing schemes. If requested to take part in compatible activities of proficiency testing, the laboratory could select the suitable PT and inter laboratory programmes, in consultation with DA.  
4.2 Based on Article 6 of the Law No 9824 dated 1.11.2007, DA undertakes activities in the field of inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing”.

4.3 Through the organization of the inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes, DA responds to an urgent need of its clients as in Albanian there are not organizers of inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes. 

4.4 DA considers the organization of inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes as a transitory activity.

DA shall continue to organize inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes until another organization established in Albania could effectuate organize inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes.

4.5 DA shall continuously monitor the situation regarding the opportunity of establishment of an organization which could perform inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes. DA shall analyse in every management review meeting:

- the risk of the conflict of interest between its position as a body which organizes inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes, and the position as an accreditation body which accredits bodies which perform themselves inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes.
- the extend of awareness of its clients to take part in inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes.

4.6 As an organizer of inter laboratory comparisons and proficiency testing schemes, DA complies with requirements of the abovementioned point 3.
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